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SUPPORT OF THE A. L. A. 



Finances are the sinews of library work 
as of most activities which call for an 
expenditure of thought and energy. A 
passive belief that libraries are necessary 
for the best interests of a people will avail 
nothing if that belief be not expressed 
through providing a librarian and books. 
No librarian will question the wisdom and 
advantages in a national library organiza- 
tion which effects needed improvements, 
lessens the labor and expense of library ad- 
ministration and utilizes the combined 
experiments of the profession in perfect- 
ing plans and in solving difficulties. This 
mere conviction, however complimentary, 
will accomplish naught. Moral support is 
desirable but it will contribute little until 
that support is evidenced in a tangible 
and material way. 

For thirty-four years the American li- 
brary association has striven for the 
advancement of library interests in this 
country and Canada. Most of the benefits 
secured to librarians and their work can 
be traced directly to the Association. 
These benefits have been general and in 
no wise limited to the library workers en- 
rolled as members of the Association. At 
the present time the A. L. A. through its 
committees and Executive office, is bend- 
ing its efforts to help secure more ser- 
viceable book bindings, more definite 
co-operation of library and school work, 



the passage of a bill providing for a par- 
cels post, more satisfactory distribution 
of government documents, practical co- 
operation between libraries, and numerous 
other benefits. In addition, its Executive 
office is acting as a bureau of information, 
a distributing center for printed aids to 
library workers, a publicity office and is 
serving in an advisory capacity both to 
trustees and librarians. 

During the last three months the Execu- 
tive office has been pushed nearly to its 
limit in meeting the demands made upon it. 
In addition to caring for the business inter- 
ests of the Association and its Publishing 
board, editing and distributing publications 
and giving the usual aid through cor- 
respondence, the Secretary has recom- 
mended twenty librarians to positions, 
eleven of whom received appointments; 
he has been consulted regarding library 
building plans by five cities and has sent 
photographs and floor plans of buildings to 
four cities; he secured one valuable lot of 
periodicals as a gift to one library; helped 
select the books for purchase by one of 
the three U. S. penitentiary libraries, and 
sent exhibits of library publications to 
Russia and Germany. The Secretary has 
represented the A. L. A. at five state 
library association meetings, gave two li- 
brary addresses before normal school stu- 
dents and teachers in two states, pre- 



